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Reading at Fair Acres Federation

At Fair Acres Federation, we recognise that reading is the most fundamental skill that
children need to learn. Reading is an essential skill for participation in all areas of life.
Our core aim is for children to become confident and independent readers who gain not
only understanding, but also real pleasure from the reading activities and texts they hoarvletssspvalired o
engage with.

Here is what our children say about reading (Reading for Pleasure Surveys from the reading

pledge)

| love reading
because it inspires
me.

| like reading
because it takes
me into a new
world.

| love reading
because it is fun
and increases my
knowledge.

The National Curriculum states:

“All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop
their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an appreciation
and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often
increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in
everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-
house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.” (National Curriculum 2014).

How is Reading systematically taught at Fair Acres Federation?

Reception & Year 1
Phonics (reading and spelling)

At Fair Acres Federation we strongly believe that every child can become a fluent
reader and writer. This is why we teach reading through Little Wandle Letters and
Sounds Revised, which is a systematic and synthetic phonics programme (SSP). We
start teaching phonics in Reception and follow the Little Wandle Letters and

Sounds Revised progression, which ensures children build on their growing
knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read as quickly as possible
and then to spell accurately as they move through school.

Comprehension

At Fair Acres, we see reading as a crucial life skill. By the time children leave us,
they read confidently for meaning and read for pleasure, equipped with the tools to
tackle unfamiliar vocabulary. Our early readers are taught comprehension skills from
the very beginning during their group reading sessions. We encourage our children
to see themselves as readers for both pleasure and purpose.

Because we believe teaching every child to read is so important, we have a Reading
Leader who drives the early reading programme in our school and ensures that
everyone teaches with fidelity to the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised
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programme. All of our KS2 staff are trained in Little Wandle Letters and /
Sounds so that the programme can continue into KS2 when needed and so
there is a full understanding of previous learning. L

Little (Wandle
ETTERS AN D>
. SOUNDS

Implementation (Early Reading)

Daily phonics lessons in Reception and Year 1

e We teach phonics for 30 minutes a day. In Reception, we build from 10-minute
lessons, with additional daily oral blending games, to the full-length lesson as
quickly as possible. Each Friday, we review the week’s teaching to help children
become fluent readers.

« Children make a strong start in Reception: teaching begins in Week 2 of the
Autumn term.

o We follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised expectations of
progress:

o Children in Reception are taught to read and spell words using Phase 2 and
3 GPCs, and words with adjacent consonants (Phase 4) with fluency and
accuracy.

o Children in Year 1 review Phase 3 and 4 and are taught to read and spell
words using Phase 5 GPCs with fluency and accuracy.
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Every week, parents receive a summary of the sounds we are learning that i\;‘n
week, as well as some simple ideas to support this learning at home. These ,.4@
sheets are put into exercise books and look like this: Loty

Little Wandle - Letters and Sounds
Year 1 Phonics Home Learning

A cornplete SSP validated by
the Departrment for Education

Phase 3 & 4 (review) / Phase 5 - Autumn 1 Week 1
Focus - Review Phase 3 phonemes

Please support your child to practise and reinforce the phonemes and graphemes we are
learning in school. More information and support can be found on the Little Wandle website -

Phonemes we will be focusing on this week in school -

ai ee igh oa
00 ar or ur
00 ow oi ear
We will be reading and writing words. Can you see this week’s focus phonemes?
tail feel right road
food bar born surf
down join near soap

We will be reading and writing sentences. Can you spot any tricky words? Can you see this
week's focus phonemes? Can you read these sentences fluently?

The toads feel so cool.
The boot on my right foot is too hard.
| can see foxes in the car lights.

We can go down to the town on the bus.

We will be practising tricky words. Can you spot the tricky part of the word?
no go SO my by

to into out the

We will be spelling words. Can you write these words? Can you use the correct phonemes?

right hard took hear

Keep-up lessons ensure every child learns to read

Any child who needs additional practice has Keep-up Support, taught by a fully
trained adult. Keep-up lessons match the structure of class teaching, and use the

same procedures, resources and mantras, but in smaller steps with more repetition,
so that every child secures their learning.

We timetable phonics lessons for any child in Year 2 or 3 who is not fully fluent at
reading. These children urgently need to catch up, so the gap between themselves
and their peers does not widen. We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

Revised assessments to identify the gaps in their phonic knowledge and teach to
these using the Keep-Up resources — at pace.
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If any child in Year 3 to 6 has gaps in their phonic knowledge when reading or

writing, we plan phonics ‘catch-up’ lessons to address specific reading/writing

gaps. Little (Wandle

Teaching reading: Reading practice sessions two or three times a week 2y
\__/FM

« We teach children to read through reading practice sessions in two longer e Beerment o Eamaten

or three shorter sessions a week. These:

o are taught by a fully trained adult to small groups of children

o use books matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge using
the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised assessments and book
matching grids

o are monitored by the class teacher, who rotates and works with each group
on a regular basis.

« Each reading practice session has a clear focus, so that the demands of the
session do not overload the children’s working memory. The reading practice
sessions have been designed to focus on three key reading skills:

o decoding
o prosody: teaching children to read with understanding and expression
o comprehension: teaching children to understand the text.

e In Reception, these sessions start in Week 4. Children who are not yet decoding
have daily additional blending practice in small groups, so that they quickly learn
to blend and can begin to read books.

e InYears 2 and 3, we continue to teach reading in this way for any children who
still need to practise reading with decodable books, as well as any other KS2
children who are on a personalised curriculum.

Home Reading

The decodable reading practice book is taken home to ensure success is shared
with the family. Reading records are provided for parents to record their home
reading with their child, comments on strengths and weaknesses and so that
teachers can see how much reading is taking place at home. Follow up discussions
on home reading are held at Parents Evening meetings.

Reading for pleasure books also go home for parents to share and read to children.

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised parents’ resources to engage
our families and share information about phonics, the benefits of sharing books, how
children learn to blend and other aspects of our provision, both online and through
workshops.

Ensuring consistency and pace of progress

« Every teacher and teaching assistant in our school has been trained to teach
reading, using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme, so we
have the same expectations of progress. We all use the same language,
routines and resources to teach children to read so that we lower children’s
cognitive load.

« Weekly content grids map out each element of new learning to each day, week
and term for the duration of the programme.

« Lesson templates, Prompt cards and How to videos ensure teachers all have a
consistent approach and structure for each lesson. This supports less confident
members of staff and those newer to the school.
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e The Reading Leader and SLT regularly monitor and observe teaching; they
use the summative data to identify children who need additional support
and gaps in learning. Litte Wande

LETTERS AND
_ SOUNDS

* ok *
Assessment LB

Assessment is used to monitor progress and to identify any child needing e
additional support as soon as they need it.

« Assessment for learning is used:

o daily within class to identify children needing Keep-up support

o weekly in the Review lesson to assess gaps, address these immediately and
secure fluency of GPCs, words and spellings.

« Summative assessment is used:

o every six weeks to assess progress, to identify gaps in learning that need to
be addressed, to identify any children needing additional support and to plan
the Keep-up support that they need.

o by SLT and scrutinised through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
Revised assessment tracker, to narrow attainment gaps between different
groups of children and so that any additional support for teachers can be put
into place.

Statutory assessment

Children in Year 1 sit the Phonics Screening Check in June. Any child not passing
the check re-sits it in Year 2.

Ongoing assessment for catch-up

Children in Year 2 to 6 are assessed through their teacher’s ongoing formative
assessment as well as through the half-termly Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
Revised summative assessments where needed.

Further Phonics and Early Reading resources for parents

How to say the sounds:
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
How we teach tricky words, blending and alien words
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Below is a narrated video presentation explaining our approach to Early Reading and
Phonics.

https://youtu.be/J2gNiU0OAZJIc

Reading in Year 2

When children have completed the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds reading books
and fluency assessment (typically by the end of Year 1), they move onto book band
colours, which then continue through to Year 6. Please see the colour band chart.

In Year 2, guided reading is timetabled weekly: books are also colour banded to
ensure this allows opportunities to apply the sound covered in phonics lessons.


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://youtu.be/J2qNiU0AZJc
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Shared reading takes place daily across the curriculum and there are almost

daily opportunities for independent reading.
Little (Wandle

: . : . : : LETTERS AND
« Children who require extra reading practice have one to one reading with . SOUNDS

the teacher or TA at least once a week. \misg/

o Story time is daily.

e Colour banded books are sent home twice a week with opportunities for
parents to hear their child read and comment in the reading record book.
Every classroom is equipped with a well-stocked book corner, including a range
of picture books, poetry and longer chapter books, including book which are
culturally diverse.

A cornplete SSP validated by
the Departrment for Education

Reading in KS2

As they begin KS2 in Year 3, most pupils are increasingly secure in their decoding
and so the teaching of reading is now directed towards developing their vocabulary
and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they become
independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently.
However, those children who do need further development of their decoding skills
will continue on the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds programme, as previously
detailed, whilst still receiving exposure to the whole class reading texts through story
time and whole class reading.

Moving through into Years 5 and 6, we expect that all pupils are able to read aloud
age-appropriate interest book level texts with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking
pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to work out how to
pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. At this age, children
are encouraged to read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of
unfamiliar words, and then discuss what they have read in partners, groups and as a
whole class. Story time still plays an important role in Years 5 and 6.

By the time children leave us, we strongly aim for every child to be a sufficiently
fluent, effortless reader, ready to manage the general reading demands of the
curriculum in Year 7, across all subjects and not just in English. We also intend that
they leave us with a love of literature, a wide reading experience behind them and
many fond memories of the books studied during their primary years, which they
may one day wish to share themselves.

Home Reading in KS2

Children continue on through the book bands, choosing their own book within this
band to ensure engagement and interest. Any children who find it difficult to choose
their own texts are assisted by staff and peer recommendations.

Children’s progress in reading is reviewed by their teacher on a regular basis and
book bands changed to reflect this progress. Teachers listen to children read during
whole class reading and other curriculum subjects to assess fluency, prosody and
pace, as well as one-to-one where needed. Alongside this, children in KS2 complete
summative assessments three times a year and these results are analysed to set
individual reading targets for each child.

Reading records for children in Year 3 & 4 are used to comment on reading progress
but also to communicate and encourage reading at home.



We're teaching
every child to
read with

Reading record for children in Year 5 & 6 are to keep a record of their personal
reading and for parents listening to reading at home. Reading at home habits
are discussed and reviewed at Parents Evening meeting or more regularly as
required.

S/

ted by
the Departrnent for Education




