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Intent 

At Fair Acres Federation, EYFS and Year 1 children use letter formation in line with Little Wandle.  Pre-cursive and Cursive introduced from Y2 onwards. We intend for all students to develop fluent, legible, and consistent handwriting skills, promoting pride in their work and effective communication. This includes developing a neat style, proper letter formation, and the ability to write with speed and fluency, eventually leading to automatic production of letters and words in independent writing.


Implementation 


In the EYFS, children are taught to use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds, as well as being able to write some common words with irregular spellings. Planned opportunities are provided for children to develop their writing of simple sentences, which can be read by themselves and others. Children develop the use of effective pencil grip throughout their time in reception. Children continue to follow letter formation following the guidance from Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, where the children are learning mnemonics to aid formation. They are taught to 
● Having a correct pencil grip, posture and paper position (3 ‘P’s) 
● Knowing the correct way each letter and numeral is formed (lower case letters) 
● Forming all letters correctly (including size and orientation) 

In KS1, handwriting practice focuses on ensuring that children form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. It develops use of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and promotes understanding of which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. Children also develop accuracy in writing capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and in writing lowercase letters, using spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. Children are taught to write with a joined style as soon as they can form letters securely with the correct orientation. 

Throughout KS2, emphasis is placed on children’s development of writing legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. Children are taught to choose which shape of a letter to use when given choices and are able to decide whether or not to join specific letters. They are also able to choose the writing implement that is best suited for a task.

Handwriting lessons happen in all classes on a daily basis with the emphasis being on ‘Little and often’. The children have a focus of the week and the formation is modelled in classes using a visualizer.  Teachers model using both right and left hands to form letters.  Games are played as part of the lesson such as ‘race against the clock.’ During this game children work with a partner to write as many letters as they can in the minute allocated to them. The two parts of the lesson support both formation and writing for speed. KS2 children are given a range of writing implements to use during handwriting practice. This allows the children to experiment with pens and find what is comfortable for them.

Impact 

This systematic approach ensures development in the skill of handwriting throughout each year group. With short revisits happening on a daily basis, it allows children to master the formation and form automaticity. 
Children take pride in their written work. Outcomes in children’s wider curriculum work, as well as in their literacy books and school displays, evidence the progress that children make in this area, as well as the consistency of the approach across the school. 


Assessment 
Teacher assessment: 

Teachers will assess children’s handwriting progression during lessons as they write as well as once they have completed their writing. 
Criteria for assessment may include: 
● Does the child adapt the correct posture? 
● Does the child hold the pencil correctly? 
● Does the child use the correct movements when forming/joining? 
● Does the child write fluently? 
● Is the writing legible? 
● Is the writing appropriate? 
● Is the child’s handwriting developing in-line with the statutory curriculum? 


Pupil assessment: 

Throughout the writing process, children are encouraged to assess their handwriting. The expectation for a high standard of handwriting is also communicated prior to writing tasks. When explicitly indicated in the children’s success criteria, this is an aspect of the outcome which is reviewed and assessed by each child on completion of the task.  Presentation is always recognised and praised by the class teacher and children are encouraged to review their handwriting as part of the writing process. 
Summative assessment checkpoints are available on each year's progression document in the handwriting scheme.

Y1 Assessment statements
By the end of these lessons, most children should be able to: 
• sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly; 
• begin to form lower case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place; 
• understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these. 

Year 2 
Assessment Statements 
By the end of these lessons, most children should be able to: 
• sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly; 
•start using some of the horizontal and diagonal strokes needed for joining and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.
• use spaces between words that reflect the size of the letters

Year 3 and Year 4 
Assessment Statements 
By the end of these lessons, most children should be able to:
 • use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined;
 • increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch.

Year 5 and Year 6
Assessment Statements 
By the end of these lessons, most children should be able to write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters.


Whole-school assessment: 

The subject leader for literacy will regularly assess handwriting across the school and this will also be considered during routine monitoring of topic books. 
Criteria for whole-school assessment may include: 
● Is the handwriting generally legible and in line with age expectation? 
● Are letters being shaped correctly? 
● Are joins being made correctly? 
● Are spaces between letters, words and lines correct? 
● Is writing size appropriate? 
● Are the writing standards demonstrated by the majority of children in line with the statutory curriculum? 
● Is there progression in the quality of handwriting from one year to the next? 

 Equal Opportunities 

All children have equal opportunities to reach their full potential in handwriting, regardless of their race, gender, cultural background, and ability, or of any physical or sensory disability. 

Inclusion 

Children with English as an additional language. Children with EAL are encouraged to make the same outstanding progress in handwriting as their peers. To support their understanding of letter formation handwriting should be consistently modelled by the class teacher. 

Children with Special Educational Needs

 Some children experience difficulties making good progress in their handwriting development. They may need additional support with their fine motor development, pencil grip or letter formation. The class teacher should liaise with the Literacy subject leader and SENDCo to put into place the most appropriate form of support. This could include: 
● Pencil grip or jumbo triangular pencil
● Fine motor skills intervention 
● Additional handwriting group 
● Additional handwriting homework High Achievers Children with advanced skills in handwriting will be supported and given opportunities for extension work. 

 Role of the Subject Leader 

The role of the subject leader is to coordinate the teaching of handwriting across all phases of the school. This is in order to secure a consistent approach across the school and to ensure progression in handwriting is outstanding. Key duties that the literacy subject leader should undertake over the course of the year include: 
● Monitoring of handwriting in handwriting practice books and literacy books 
● Monitoring of the application of handwriting across other exercise books, such as topic books.
● Helping identify and facilitate the professional development needs of staff 
● Liaising with the school SENDCo to best support children with handwriting difficulties 
● Organising, maintaining and cataloging handwriting resources 
● Keeping abreast of new initiatives in the teaching of handwriting 

Parents

 We recognise how important the home-school link is for children to make outstanding progress in all areas of learning – including handwriting. Parents will be informed of their child’s standards of presentation during Parents Evenings and will be encouraged to support with any additional handwriting practice where necessary. In Reception children are given letter formation homework as and when they learn a new Set 1 sound. From then on, handwriting homework will only be given if a child needs additional support to make good progress in their handwriting and presentation. 
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