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Intent
At Fair Acres Federation, our English curriculum is designed to develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion and prepare our learners for life as successful citizens. Throughout the Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, we teach writing through a text-based approach, which allows us to meet the needs of the children that we are teaching – through choosing a text that will engage, inspire and motivate. Our carefully sequenced, broad and balanced curriculum, underpinned by inclusive practice, aims to provide our children with the opportunity to build on their experiences in order to achieve their goals. As well as reading a wide variety of genres, children are given frequent opportunities to develop their skills in writing for a range of real purposes and for real audiences. Exploring texts in depth and through a clear sequence of lessons, gives children the opportunity to develop confidence in writing. We inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening and to use discussion to communicate and further their learning in all areas of the curriculum. The sequence of lessons provides children with frequent opportunities to revise, edit and publish their work.
Implement
All children from Reception to Year 6 are provided with many opportunities to develop and apply their writing skills across the curriculum. Initially, pupils need to be able to form the letters needed and then be able to express one’s ideas using these letters. Through shared, guided and modelled writing opportunities, we equip children to develop the skills of writing clearly and legibly. When children are confident with these basic skills, they work towards being able to write with a greater sense of purpose and learn to organise their writing according to this purpose. Children are equipped with the necessary tools to do this, being given daily opportunities to focus on spelling and/or grammatical structures.
We develop our pupils' writing skills so that they have the stamina and ability to write at length, applying the skills set out in the English National Curriculum. To support children in moving towards independent writing we provide a wide range of activities including immersing ourselves in the texts through the use of film and imagery, role-play music, ICT, modelled, shared and guided writing, peer assessment and discussion. We provide varied and exciting opportunities for writing for purpose and we encourage pupils to see themselves as authors and poets. We promote the importance of written work by providing a writing purpose and opportunities for children’s writing to be read aloud and listened to by an audience. We have a range of extra activities which are used to promote English within the school including: whole school writing competitions, star of the week writers’ awards and shared writing across the federation.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar strategies are taught explicitly in short interactive and investigative sessions in English. Pupils are taught key rules and strategies with opportunities to analyse how other writers have applied these skills to model texts and extracts in order for our pupils to apply these skills independently and effectively to their own writing. Pupils are taught to recognise which strategies they can use to improve their own spelling. They are encouraged to apply learnt strategies to their independent writing.
In Reception and Year 1, children learn spelling through daily phonics lessons, Active Spelling is aimed at years 2 - 6; as a whole school approach and builds on the phonics foundations of EYFS and Year 1. The approach is aligned with the National Curriculum and provides a systematic approach to spelling and vocabulary acquisition.
Active Spelling uses the principles of mnemonics, images and verbal reasoning to aid both the retention of spellings and to develop a breadth of vocabulary. The sessions are led by each class teacher four times a week, for 15 - 20 minutes. In each lesson children recall previously learnt spellings to aid retention of spelling patterns and rules. Children are then taught different strategies to help them to learn new spellings that they become increasingly able to apply independently.
Please see ‘spelling’ for further information surrounding the delivery of Active Spelling.
From Y1-Y4 (and beyond where applicable) the teaching and learning of grammar and punctuation is taught using Active English. Grammar and punctuation is also embedded within the English teaching sequence. This means, grammar and punctuation skills and knowledge are built into a sequence of preparatory work which is then applied within longer pieces of writing during the teaching sequence. As they become more confident, children are encouraged to check spellings using a dictionary and to expand their vocabulary using a thesaurus.
Handwriting
Handwriting is taught with a sequential and progressive approach with teachers and teaching assistants modelling the handwriting style. We believe that children’s self-esteem and pride in their work can be raised by good quality presentation. 
Handwriting sessions are taught discretely in Reception and Year one and follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sound Revised guidance on how to form lower and upper case letters correctly. The children also use mnemonics to remember how to form letters correctly. In Y2-Y6 children practice handwriting daily for 5 minutes using a range of materials to write with. This focuses on formation, joining and increasing speed.
The Whole School follows the scheme of learning 
Children play games such as
·       How many letters can you form in one minute?
·       Can you beat your time?
·       Can you write them with your eyes closed?
·       If joining, can they join another letter in the same focus family? E.g. c to a d to a g? How many of these can they write in one minute?

During lessons, we ensure that our pupils sit, position their paper/book and hold their pen/pencil correctly using their other hand to hold their work firmly. It is important that in the Early Years and at Key Stage 1, children are observed closely during the lesson to ensure that letter formation is correct and corrected if needed. In addition to specific handwriting lessons, children are expected to apply their learning in their exercise books and to show care for the presentation of their work.
Please see Handwriting Policy for progression document.
Spoken Language
This underpins the development of reading and writing and is vital for pupils' development across all aspects of the school curriculum. We provide our pupils with a wide range of opportunities to hear and use good quality and adventurous vocabulary, focusing also on variety. Oracy is planned into our English blocks to ensure children have time to use spoken language before putting pen to paper. Correct, standard English is always modelled by the teachers and teaching assistants.  Children are encouraged to ask questions, discuss in pairs and groups and to use conventions for discussion as well as debate. Opportunities for drama are sought throughout our curriculum as it is recognised that the skills that are developed through this medium are unique.
Impact
Children leave Fair Acres Federation as happy, confident learners who have developed a love of reading and writing with the key skills and knowledge necessary for the next stage of their learning.  They have high aspirations and are confident in the art of speaking and listening, able to successfully use discussion to communicate and further their learning.  
As a Year 6 writer transitioning into secondary school, we aspire that pupils not only achieve the age appropriate standard at the end of Key Stage 2, but are also enabled to:
· Write with confidence, clarity and imagination;
· Understand and apply their knowledge of phonics, grammar and spelling accurately;
· Understand how to write for a range of purposes and audience, in a range of genres (including fiction, non-fiction and poetry), using the appropriate style, structure and features;
· Plan, draft, revise and edit their own work;
· Develop a technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their writing;
· Develop their imagination, creativity, expressive language and critical awareness.
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